
Congratulations on your bid to AMTA's 35th National Championship!  This email contains 
important tournament details and logistical information.    
Please read it carefully, complete all action items (listed at bottom of message) by the deadlines 
indicated and retain the entire email for future reference. 
 
Tournament Dates: 
April 4-7, 2019:  Thursday night Opening Ceremony.  Round 1 is Friday evening.  Rounds 2 and 
3 are Saturday morning and afternoon, Round 4 is Sunday morning.  The Awards Banquet and 
Championship Trial are Sunday afternoon. 
 
Tournament website (includes schedule, divisions and restaurant information): 
www.amtaroadtophilly2019.com  
 
Tournament Venues (map) and Details: 
 
Scrimmages:  Philadelphia 201 Hotel (201 N. 17th Street, Philadelphia, PA) 

• We have reserved a number of scrimmage rooms at the tournament hotel for your use on 
Thursday and Friday, April 4 and 5.  Rooms may be reserved in three-hour blocks on 
Thursday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM, and 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM.  On 
Friday, rooms are available from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM and 12:00 PM - 3:00 
PM.  Rooms will be prearranged in a simple courtroom style 

• Room rental fee is $250 ($125 per team) per three-hour block.  Rooms must be reserved 
and prepaid online.  The deadline to reserve scrimmage rooms is Wednesday, March 
27.  We ask that one of the two teams make the reservation and remit payment, then 
seek reimbursement from their scrimmage partner 

Opening Ceremony:  The Franklin Institute (222 N. 20th Street, Philadelphia, PA) 

• The Opening Ceremony will be held Thursday evening, April 4.  Team check in begins at 
6:00 PM and continues until 7:45 PM.  The formal ceremony begins promptly at 8:00 
PM and should conclude by 9:30 PM.  From 6:00 until 7:45 teams may browse the 
Franklin Institute's many exhibits while enjoying a "Philly Feast" of cheesesteaks, soft 
pretzels and TastyKakes 

• Competitors will receive their tournament program, custom long-sleeve NCT t-shirt and 
banquet ticket at check in 

• The Opening Ceremony will feature recognition events, the "Parade of Captains" and a 
keynote address by the Hon. Larry Krasner, Philadelphia's District Attorney.  The 
Opening Ceremony is sponsored by Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions 

Rounds 1-4:  Criminal Justice Center (1301 Filbert Street, Philadelphia, PA) 
 
Judges Reception:  The Union League of Philadelphia (140 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA) 

• Following Round 3, from 5:30 - 7:30 PM, all judges, coaches, AMTA officials and 
tournament staff are invited to attend the Judges Reception at the Union League.  The 

http://www.amtaroadtophilly2019.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&hl=en&mid=1H8ZuRSZPaSJqqTLFNO3P-xR40-t1_8wU&ll=39.953157781061535%2C-75.17141139629916&z=15
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1588&cid=3173
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1588&cid=3173
https://www.fi.edu/
https://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/aboutus/Pages/DistrictAttorney.aspx
https://www.kaptest.com/
https://www.unionleague.org/


reception will feature heavy hors d'oeuvres and a variety of beverages.  Dress is 
courtroom attire or nice business casual 

• Coaches are requested to RSVP online by April 1 

Awards Banquet:  Philadelphia 201 Hotel (201 N. 17th St, Philadelphia, PA), Liberty 
Ballroom 

• Following Round 4, teams should proceed to the hotel for a sit-down banquet of 
Caesar Salad, Chicken Marsala with Porcini Mushrooms, and Cheesecake 
with Fresh Berries.  A vegetarian alternative will be available 

• Each team will receive one complimentary banquet ticket for each rostered coach 
and competitor.  Additional tickets are available for $75 each and must 
be preordered online.  The deadline to order extra banquet tickets is Monday, 
April 1. 

• The keynote speaker will be Dean Laura Rosenbury of the University of Florida 
Levin College of Law, premier sponsor of the 35th National Championship 

Championship Trial:  Drexel University Kline Institute of Advocacy (12th and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia, PA), Ceremonial Courtroom 

• The Championship Trial will begin at approximately 4:30 PM and will be live-streamed 
• Seating in the Courtroom gallery is limited to approximately 70 individuals.  Priority will 

be given to coaches of the competing teams, relatives and significant others of the 
competing team members, as well as AMTA and tournament officials 

• Both teams will be given a "war room" in which to prepare and store their belonging 
during the trial 

• The Hon. Cheryl Krause of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit will 
preside.  A distinguished panel of 7 or 9 scoring judges will determine AMTA's 35th 
National Champion 

Transportation: 
 
Philadelphia is easily accessible by air and rail.  The City has a robust and easy-to-navigate public transportation 
system.  Teams are encouraged to use mass transit whenever possible to avoid the significant expense and 
inconvenience of Center City parking.  All tournament venues are within easy walking distance of the official 
hotels.  Philadelphia also has readily-available Uber, Lyft and taxi service. 
 
By air: 
 
Philadelphia International Airport (PHL) is located ten miles from Center City and is served by all major 
carriers.  SEPTA provides twice-hourly rail service from all airport terminals to Center City.  Fares are 
approximately $7 per person, one way.  Taxi and ride-share fares are approximately $30, one-way. 
 
By rail: 
 
Philadelphia's 30th Street Station is a major hub on Amtrak's Northeast Corridor.  There are dozens of trains each 
day to New York, New England, Baltimore, Washington, DC and points south.  SEPTA honors Amtrak tickets on a 
courtesy (no extra charge) basis for transit from 30th Street Station to Center City (approximately 1 mile).  Taxi and 
ride-share fares from 30th Street Station to Center City are approximately $6-8, one-way. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGSnAjUbPGdHx160A-STAe6nXrf1Qd2HJQ9dZHYbqfYoko1A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1586&cid=3170
https://www.law.ufl.edu/faculty/laura-rosenbury
https://www.law.ufl.edu/
https://www.law.ufl.edu/
https://www.fjc.gov/history/judges/krause-cheryl-ann
http://www.septa.org/welcome/airport.html


 
By automobile: 
 
Teams are discouraged from driving into Center City.  Parking is expensive and sometimes difficult to 
find.  Alternatively, those choosing to drive should park at an outlying SEPTA station and take Regional Rail to 
Suburban Station in Center City.  From Suburban Station, it is a five-minute walk to either tournament hotel. 
 
Hotel Information: 
 
Room blocks are available at two Center City hotels.  The Philadelphia 201 (formerly Sheraton 
Philadelphia Downtown) and the Residence Inn Center City.  Both properties are part of the 
Marriott/Starwood portfolio.  We have negotiated deeply-discounted room rates of $159/night at 
the Philadelphia 201 and $149/night at the Residence Inn.  The Philadelphia 201 hosts the 
scrimmage rooms and the awards banquet.  The Residence Inn is less than one block from the 
Courthouse.  This map notes the location of all tournament venues. 

• Philadelphia 201 Hotel:  $159/night.  Reserve online.  Deadline is Wednesday, March 20 
• Residence Inn Center City:  $149/night.  Reserve online.  Deadline is Wednesday, March 

20 
• If you need assistance with either hotel, please email Grant Keener 

Saturday Team Lunches: 
 
Because of the limited time between Rounds 2 and 3 on Saturday, and the potential for security 
screening delays, teams will find it difficult to leave the Courthouse for lunch.  We have 
arranged for a local restaurant to deliver lunches to the Courthouse for teams to enjoy.  Choices 
include chicken salad (sandwich or salad), tuna salad (sandwich or salad), vegetarian salad, 
Italian hoagie or American hoagie.  All lunches are $9.75 and include a cookie and 
drink.  Lunches must preordered and prepaid.  The deadline to order lunches is Monday, April 1. 
 
Photos and T-shirts: 
 
We are creating a slideshow of your memories from throughout the season to be played during 
team check-in at the Franklin Institute.  Please help us by gathering your favorite team 
photos.  Look for photo submission instructions in late March. 
 
Each rostered competitor and coach will receive a custom long-sleeve t-shirt compliments of the 
tournament.  Shirts will feature the tournament logo on the front pocket and the names of all 
competing teams on the back.  Additional t-shirts for family, friends and teammates may be 
purchased for $20 each.  All t-shirts must be pre-ordered online no later than Thursday, March 
21.  Please note that there are separate order forms for complimentary and paid shirts.  Shirts are 
available in sizes S-XXL. 

• Complimentary t-shirts (number ordered must equal roster total) must be ordered here 
• Paid t-shirts may be ordered here 

Action items and deadlines: 

http://www.septa.org/maps/system/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&hl=en&mid=1H8ZuRSZPaSJqqTLFNO3P-xR40-t1_8wU&ll=39.953157781061535%2C-75.17141139629916&z=15
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1551718102905&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://book.passkey.com/go/amermocktrial
mailto:grant.w.keener@gmail.com
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1586&cid=3170
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGSnAjUbPGdHx160A-STAe6nXrf1Qd2HJQ9dZHYbqfYoko1A/viewform
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1586&cid=3170


 
_____ Reserve your bid (no later than noon CDT on Tuesday following the date on which your 
bid was earned 
 
_____ Reserve hotel rooms (no later than Wednesday, March 20) 
 
_____ Order free t-shirts for rostered competitors and coaches (no later than Thursday, March 
21)* 
 
_____ Order paid t-shirts (no later than Thursday, March 21)** 
 
_____ Submit team roster form (no later than 4:00 PM CDT on Monday, March 25) 
 
_____ Reserve scrimmage rooms (no later than Wednesday, March 27) 
 
_____ Order Saturday team lunches (no later than Monday, April 1)** 
 
_____ Order extra banquet tickets (no later than Monday, April 1)** 
 
_____ RSVP for Judges Reception--coaches, AMTA officials and tournament staff only (no later 
than Monday, April 1)* 
 
* Free t-shirt orders and reception RSVP's link to the same form, but may be submitted at 
different times 
** Paid t-shirt, extra banquet ticket and lunch orders link to the same form, but may be submitted 
at different times 
 
Questions: 
Please feel welcome to contact Grant Keener or Kyle Kopko with any questions. 
 

http://www.collegemocktrial.org/tournaments-/national-championship/nct-bid-confirmation-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGSnAjUbPGdHx160A-STAe6nXrf1Qd2HJQ9dZHYbqfYoko1A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1586&cid=3170
http://www.collegemocktrial.org/tournaments-/national-championship/nct-team-roster-form/
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1588&cid=3173
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1586&cid=3170
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/250/index.aspx?sid=250&gid=1&pgid=1586&cid=3170
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGSnAjUbPGdHx160A-STAe6nXrf1Qd2HJQ9dZHYbqfYoko1A/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:grant.w.keener@gmail.com
mailto:kkopko@gmail.com

